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Background

On the initiative of the German and Polish members of the Committee and following invitations from various local, regional and national bodies, the Committee on Regional Development decided to send a delegation to Germany (Saxony) and Poland (Lower Silesia) in May 2005. This was the second of three delegations to various parts of the Union to be undertaken by the Committee during 2005 and the second to take place since enlargement and the European Elections in 2004.

For a number of reasons, the visit of a delegation of the Committee on Regional Development to Germany and Poland may be seen as opportune at the present time:

-
The delegation takes place at a decisive moment for the EU, as Member States face tough negotiations on the future financing of the Union in the run-up to the June European Council, and the citizens of France and the Netherlands prepare to deliver their verdict on the Constitutional Treaty, which would give more say to local and regional government in the Union's decision-making process. The on-going debate on the future financing of the Union has important impacts on European regional policy. It is therefore crucial to hear the views of the bodies responsible for implementing EU assisted programmes in order to better assess the value of the policy as a whole.

-
Following enlargement of the Union, the focus of Europe’s regional policy has justifiably shifted towards the poorest regions of the new Member States, such as Lower Silesia in Poland. It is nevertheless important to demonstrate that the needs of certain parts of EUR15, such as East Germany, have not been neglected.

- 
The reform of the EU’s structural funds and the draft regulations covering the period 2007-13 are currently being debated in the European Parliament. In this context, Poland as well as Saxony has a strong interest in influencing the future of its structural funding within the Europe of 25. At the same time, parliamentarians can draw useful lessons from German experience of implementing the funds during the current programming period on the one hand and from the first successes and challenges in Poland since enlargement on the other hand.

Tuesday 3 May

16.35
Meeting point in Dresden

The delegation was received at the airport in Dresden by representatives of the Saxon Government, Mr Nothnagel, head of the economic and technology promotion division of the Saxon Ministry of Economic Affairs and Employment as well as Mr Sollondz and Mr Jahns from the Saxonian State Chancellery's EU Affairs division. 

They accompanied the Members to Infineon Technologies, the largest microelectronics enterprise in Dresden. 

17.00 
Welcome and presentation of Infineon's location

The group was briefed by Mr Schmid, the manager and Mr Harter, the vice-president of Infineon at Infineon's location in Dresden, followed by a tour of the facility including the visit of the computer chip production unit.

The Members were impressed by this success story of "Silicon Saxony" that since the beginning of construction has invested some three billion euros in Dresden and is today the largest local private industrial employer in the city with more than 5500 employees from 34 different nations. The development into a production and innovation centre has triggered a network of co-operative ventures in the region and has influenced other investment and location decisions for more than 300 companies.

19.00 
Welcome in the City Hall of Dresden

Presentation of the EU project ENLARGE-NET and the Euroregion Cooperation 

Thereafter the delegation visited the City Hall of Dresden and was welcomed by Mr Ingolf Roßberg, Lord Mayor of Dresden, and Mr Petr Fiala, Vice-president of the Czech region Ústecký kraj and representative of the partners from Czech Republic. A presentation of the EU project ENLARGE-NET and the Euroregion Cooperation was given by Mr Tobias Kogge, Mayor of Dresden. Members were able to exchange views with the Mayor and officials working with funds, e.g. the INTERREG III initiative. The ENLARGE-NET project aims at establishing a sustainable network between local and regional authorities and other partners in Saxony, Lower Silesia and Northern Bohemia and creating a platform for cross-border projects.

He praised the very good cooperation and the success of the tri-national project. 

In the discussion with the Members, the Mayor stressed some important issues such as the high unemployment rate in Saxony, especially adolescence unemployment, the demographic decrease in the region with all the long-term consequences, the suburbanisation process as well as the differences between the partners of cross-border projects in their structures and social or political systems. He argued for sustainability and the need of some schema for an urban network of big cities as it was the case for regions in the INTERREG III initiative. 

20.30
"Welcome Working Buffet" 

Finally the delegation met for dinner Mr Jurk, Minister for Economic Affairs and Employment 

of the Free State of Saxony and Mr Buttolo, State Secretary of the Saxon Ministry of Interior. 

Members were able to talk about the region and its challenges.

Wednesday 4 May 

10.00
Welcome in the City Hall by the Mayor of Görlitz

Presentation of the project "Clean Neisse" 
The delegation received a presentation on the city of Görlitz and the different ERDF or INTERREG projects at the City Hall by the Mayor, Prof. Dr. Rolf Karbaum. The focus of the discussion with the Members was on the need for a better infrastructure in this cross-border area, in particular the rail connection between Dresden and Wroclaw. The Mayor emphasised the quality of past investment and the need for continuity in the future along with the need for public funds due to a decrease in own resources. 

The successful project "Clean Neisse" was presented by a representative of the Görlitz Environmental Agency as an example of good cooperation between Czech, Polish and German regional water authorities. The project resulted in the improved water quality of the river Neisse since 1994 and needs to be continued for optimal results.

11.00 
Sight-seeing tour with stops at EU-financed projects

After this, a Sightseeing tour was given to the delegation with the opportunity to visit some EU-financed projects such as the "Altstadtbrücke" (old town bridge) and the "Brückepark Neiße Projekt" (bridgepark Neisse project) in the Capital of Culture's Gallery. The latter is the main project of the border twincities Görlitz in Germany and Zgorzelec in Poland which might become, in 2010, the European Capital of Culture and a symbol of European integration. Members were shown the miniature of the future complex of buildings which is planned to be a common centre of Görlitz and Zgorzelec and a meeting place for German and Polish people for cultural events. 

On returning to the City Hall of Görlitz, various media interviews were undertaken by members of the delegation.

14.00
Meeting point in the City Hall Görlitz  and departure to Wrocław 

During the 2-hour-journey to Wroclaw representatives of Lower Silesian self-government, who joined the delegation in Görlitz, presented various aspects of the region of Lower Silesia such as the social-economic situation, the political conditions, absorption of European funds and tourism. The delegation was shown some of the challenges facing this rural and former mining area.

After a Sightseeing tour in the historical Old Town, the delegation was met at the City Hall in Wroclaw by representatives of the Marshal's and Mayor's office and was received formally by Mr Rafal Dutkiewicz, the Mayor of Wroclaw and Mr Pawel Wroblewski, Marshal of Wroclaw.  

Members were briefed on the situation of the region and the city of Wroclaw as well as on the use of structural funds in the past and on the needs in the future. The next European Summit of Regions and Cities, organised by the EU's Committee of the Regions (CoR), will be hosted by the city of Wroclaw on 19/29 May 2005, which aims to put decentralisation at the heart of the debate on the future of Europe, by highlighting the crucial role that regions and cities can play in creating growth and jobs. 

At the ensuing dinner, Members had the opportunity to talk to the Mayor and local representatives.

Thursday 5 May

10.45 
Welcome by the Mayor of Jelenia Góra - Mr Józef Kusiak in the Town Hall.

The Mayor of Jelenia Góra presented the situation and the state of development of this city. He stated that the aim was to develop sports and cultural activities but that some projects had to be postponed because of the lack of money.

The pharmaceutical company JELFA is the largest industrial plant in the town. Unemployment is only 15 % in this city. The "Euroregion Neisse" (North Bohemia, Saxony and Lower Silesia) deals with transport infrastructures, environment, tourism and rural renewal. All three territories are linked by their common interests and common problems.

12.10 
Meeting with academic and economic representatives at the Assembly Hall of Wroclaw Institute of Technology

Wroclaw Center for Technology Transfer ("WCTT") was founded in 1995 within the framework of the EU's "Bridging the gap between University and Industry".

There are 35.000 students in different departments (electronics, electricity). They study the first year in Liberec (Czech Republic), the second year in Wroclaw (Poland) and the third one in Zittau (Germany) and get a common diploma.

15.35
Meeting with the Councillors of Wałbrzych City Council in the Town Hall

After 600 years the coal mine closed in 1996. 24.000 jobs were lost (unemployment 25 %). 

A mining Museum as a branch of the Walbrzych Musuem is presenting mining history and is based at the "Julia Coal Mine".

The town of Walbrzych has received financial resources for investment from the EU of 1,3 million Euros added to 0,4 own resources of the city for the period September 2004 - October 2005.

The funds are being used to build a collector for a water drainage system in the Walbryzch area , with all the supporting infrastructure like roads, pavements, drainage, water supply system and road lights.

17.30
Meeting at the Ksiaż Castle with representatives of the local government and local media. Presentation of the revitalization programme of Walbrzych, the “Walbrzyski Trakt” project and visiting the Exhibition Hall of Castle Książ.

In the framework of the revitalization programme, the local authorities presented "the Walbrzyski Trakt" (a tourist brand product), a tourist route in part of this development strategy based on the potential of a tourist attraction with renovated cultural and industrial heritage monument.

Friday 6 May 

09.00
Meeting with the Council of Lower Silesia, welcome by the President of the Council, followed by meeting with members of the Sejmik Dolnośląski (regional councillors), the regional parliament of Lower Silesia.

Presentations:

· “The role of the regional administration in the creation of the regional policy” by Paweł Wróblewski Marshall of Lower Silesian Voivodeship. 

· “International and interregional co-operation of regional self-government of Lower Silesia” by Ms Teresa Lis – Pieńkowska, Director of International and Interregional Affairs Division.

Mr Pawel Wróblewski, Marshall of Lower Silesian Voivodeship, presented the competencies of the regional government and stressed the fact that new powers have been given to the regions but without receiving any financial means. The division of competences for social affairs, employment or planning development strategy is not clear enough. 

The local government has established a database for all investment and structural funds in the region and also agencies for the regional development.

A planning for regional development has been adopted in 2000. 

Ms Teresa Lis – Pieńkowska, Director of International and Interregional Affairs Division, informed Members about the 1991 agreement that the region has signed with the Land of Saxony, establishing a partnership, economic bodies, exchanges of students, cooperation between universities. Four Czech regions since 2001 are also involved in such a cooperation.

With the Alsace region, cooperation started at the beginning of 1990 and Lower Silesia has also agreement with regions from Denmark, Sweden, Italy and Austria and more recently with regions from Ukraine and Russia.

10:30 
Wrocław Centre for Technology Transfer

10.45 Invitation speech by His Magnificence Prof. Tadeusz Luty, Chancellor of Wrocław University of Technology and Chairman of  the Council of Chancellors of Wrocław and Opole Universities, Senate Hall.

10.55 “The Lower Silesian Voivodeship Development Strategy”


Intervention by Mr Zbigniew Dynak, director of Regional Development Department,


Marshall’s Office of Lower Silesian Voivodeship.

11.20
“The Lower Silesian Voivodeship Innovation Strategy”


Intervention by Prof Jan Waszkiewicz, Wrocław University of Technology.

11.40        “Knowledge transfer to economy”


Intervention by Grzegorz Gromada, Wrocław Centre for Technology Transfer, 


Wrocław University of Technology.

100,000 students and 10,000 academics are part of this university which has established a partnership with the university of Dresden (Technische Universität Dresden).

The President of the European Commission recently declared that the European Union should have a kind of Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Wroclaw in cooperation with Dresden is interested in this project.

The development strategy of the region is to help research and innovation, with an "innovation attitude".

New programs will be launched for the period 2007-2013 in cooperation with the DG Enterprise and Industry of the European Commission.
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