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GENDER EQUALITY : 
WOMEN WANT MORE REPRESENTATION IN TOP EU POSITIONS

Women are fighting back. During a lunch organised on 16 September at the European Parliament in Strasbourg, fifteen female European politicians signed an appeal to improve gender balance within the European Commission and in future high-level positions in the EU.

The declaration includes the signatures of MEPs who are either committee presidents, parliamentary vice-presidents or parliamentary administrators: Pervenche Berès (S&D, France), Isabelle Durant (Greens-EFA, Belgium), Lidia Geringer de Oedenberg (S&D, Poland), Haidi Hautala (Greens-EFA, Finland), Danuta Hübner (EPP, Poland), Eva Joly (Greens-EFA, France), Silvana Koch-Mehrin (ALDE, Germany), Erminia Mazzoni (EPP, Italy), Doris Pack (EPP, Ireland), Eva-Britt Svensson (GUE-NGL, Sweden) and Diana Wallis (ALDE, UK); as well as commissioners: Mariann Fischer Boel (Denmark, agriculture), Meglena Kuneva (Bulgaria, consumers), Androulla Vassiliou (Cyprus, health) and Margot Wallström (Sweden, institutional relations).

They consider that European democracy should "fully benefit from the talents, ideas and determination of women". The balance of the sexes within the next Commission and in the new positions created with the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty (high representative and stable president of the European Council) must be a "political objective". The declaration therefore appeals for the Commission president to see to it that his next college has a "favourable gender balance;" that all governments propose a male and a female candidate for the new team; that Parliament evaluates the future Commission by giving priority to the respect of this gender balance; and that EU leaders ensure that future high-level positions also respect this balance.
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