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Legal Affairs specialists from the European Parliament paid a visit to the EPO.

For the frt time ever, a delegation of
the European Parliament's Legal Affairs
Committee (JURI) paid an offiil vsit
fothe EPOon 5t0 6 June. Headed by the
Vice.Chairwoman of the JURI, Lidia
Joanna Geringer de Oedenberg (Social-
ist Party, PL), the high-level delegation
of six committee members was wel-
comed by the President, VP 5 Manuel
Desantes, PD 51 Gérard Giroud, PD 5.2
Wim van der Ek and a team of pecial-
ists (Nikolaus Thumm, Chief Econormist;
skl Waage, Lawyers 2.2 Rainer Oster-
walder, Dircctor for Media Relations)
who gave presentations and participat-
ed inthe discussion session.

The JURI i one of the specialsed bodies
of the EP responsible for preparing the
Parliaments plenary session work by
drawing up reports on legislative pro-
posals and delvering opinions.

In-depth discussion on legal issues.
At the beginning of the meeting, the
MEPs allayed potential fears that the
€O may see itself confronted with un-
comfortable discussions about ts insti-
tutional status or patenting practice in
disputed areas of technology: “We have
ot come here to control you,as it were”,
Manuel Medina Ortega (Socialists, E5),
Vice-President of the Parliament from
1986 to 1987. “We have come here to
learn and to understand how the £°O is
Junctioning and how the Office views
the pending intiatves.”

The open and inquisitive attitude of the
visitors sparked a lively and vry frank
discussion on past and pending legal is-
sues surrounding the European patent
system, including the debate on the
Community patent and, inparticular, the
creation of a central European court of
patents. With Klaus-Heiner Lehne (Chrs-
ian Democrats, DE) and Francesco Sper-
oni (Urion for Europe of the Nations
Group, T}, a former Htaian minister, the

FrancescoSperon,Membe o the European Paiamn (MEP), Carlo Casi, MER, Wi v deri,
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JURI had well-versed experts on Europe-
an patent matters on board who voiced
interesting ideas about how to move the
system forward. “We need to be legally
areative” quickly became the catch-
phrase of the day when the discussion
focussed on the question of possiblties
of tying the EPO system to the Commu-
nity legal order. The committee mem-
bers also made it clear what they under-
staod by “democratic ontrol” of the EPO
— a concept which, in recent years, had
caused some headaches in our organisa-
tion,as it was used frequentlyin the con-
text of resolutions concerning the pat-
enting practice of the EPO in areas such
2 computerimplemented inventions
and biotechnology: ensuring that the de-
isions of the EPO are subject to review
by an independent judiciary. Some MEPs
repeatedly asked the question whether
the Alicante model of the OHIM could
als0 apply to the EPO - a praposal which
led to an in-depth discussion on legal -
sues and finally to a clarification of the
differences in the institutional embed-
ding of both offces

External perspective on EPO decisions
Atthe same time, the guests were eager
to express their respect and support for
thewark done by the E%0, and Carlo Cas-
ini, (Christian Democrats, IT) and Gabri-
ele Stauner (Christian Democrats, DE)
inquired about the patenting practice in
the felds of pharmaceuticals, il and bi-
otechnology, in particularstem celech-
nology. But the MEPs also reminded
theirhosts of how the decisions taken by
the EPOs instances are seen from an ex..
temal perspective: Although you are a
tachnical body, you are taking political
decisions”, Medina Ortega maintained.
Especiallywhere thereis no P legslation
atEU level available: “Law abhors vacu-
um. The £°0 has to take responsibiy
and do ts work” After the meeting both
parties agreed tht the vst, which the
JURIhadalready requested astyear,was
extremely useful, and that an exchange
atexpert levelcould helptocreate  bet-
terunderstanding ofthe Offic, s struc.
ture and operational tasks with th Eu-
ropean legisator in Bussels
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